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Charming Young Women from the
Infant Republic Who Came fo This

—_—

Counfry fo Be Trained to Teach in

Their Own Schools--Uncommonly.
Bright and Energetic, and LacRing,
None of the Winsomeness of the|
Y R R A

|

Lafin Races. «

LITTLE over two weeks ago Lhe]
A Ameriean Normal School at
New Paltz, N. Y., for tralning
Cuban women to teach in the
public schools of their native country,
closed the first year of Its actual history
ns an institution amid most auspicious
circumstances. The institution is unique
in the very character of the work at
which it aims. Through it a wonderful
amount of good is expected to be ac-
complished In the matter of extending |
and perfecting the educationsal a}‘nto-m|
of the republic of Cuba.

The pupils themselves of the New
Paltz school are a remarkable class of
young ladies. » They are uncommonly
bright and energetic, with standards of
honesty and ideals pecullar to thelr na-
tive land. In them none of the win-|
someness of the Latin races Is lacking,
nod they possess a charm which is quite
aE refreshing as It Is vnusual.

The majority of the students have re-
turned to thelr homes ip the Island
with thelr chaperons. Thelr return was
made under copditions very different
from thozz oxisting when they salled to
America. in Beptember, for the most
sanguine did not then hope for such a
spoedy Independence for thalr heloved
{sland, Since the innuguration of the
~epiiblic ¢f Cuba they have boen count-
nx the days until homeward boynd.
‘Many regretted not having witnessed
formal inauguration of General
Prlma.

Missed Their First Inauguration.

*He is our first president."” sighed
one, “and there can never be only one
first president; and to think we were so
far away from home and could not see
him inaugurated!™

A number of the Cuban students will
remain 1n this country during the vaca-
tion, thelr families having come over
&nd settled here since the school opened.
Ssveral will continue to study durlng
the summer at Harvard. All who sall
for Cuba this week expect to return to
their studies in " September, together
with thirty sdditiooal students, as atip-
ulated In the Government cootract, Of
the =ixty original stodents all but
three have completed the first year's
course. One was sent back on account
of {11-bealth, & second for {msubordina-
tlon, a third becmusa the authorities
consldered her undesirable. They are
thought to have shown that they nare
intent on making the most of an excep-
tional opportunity, and quick to note
and assimilate not only the best to be
encountered in the schoolroom, but in
the social life of the quaint old town of
New Paltz,

Origin of the Plan.

Prof. Myren L. Beudder, principal of
the State Normal Bchool, established
more than fifteen years In the pletur-
esque velley of the Wallkill at New
Paltz, bas earried out the work of traln- |
ing these teachers. The 1dea of sendiog
Cuban women to this country to be
trained here to teach in the public
schools of the i{nland originated with
Lieut. Matthew Flanna, a West Polut
graduate, s relative of Sepator Hanna,
and &8 member of Lthe United Btates Com-
mission of Edueatlon for Cuba, appolnt-
ed shortly after General Wood was made
Governor. Alexander Fry, who success- |
fully conducted the Cuban excursions
last summer to Hurvoard, and sebstan-
tinted his Interest in the cause by mar-
rylng ome of the Cuban women, con-
tributed mignally Lo the maturing of
Licutenant - Hanna's plan. None sus-
pected that he was anticipating in a
small way the dream of Cecll Rhodes,

Paid by Cuba.

When Governor Wood had Indorsed the
propasition, correspondence wus opened
with & npumber of Stat: normal schools
throughout the Unlted States. The Cu
Isn government agre ] to assume Lhe
respousibility of the professional train-
1 of the girls qualifitd to come, and

rovide rooms, board asnd ordinary |
jng {or the » ol 36 o week for
each studeat, the use of the schouol
equipmoent 1o be given by the state

Anlde from traveling ecxpenses to and

from the iniind, ench »
(he Culen goveroment $20 for personal
cLpenEes Upon the completion of |ln-|
course, which covers two years, to each
m i the
nth,

nn gov-

student s gusranteed o positi
Cuban pulilic schools of §9 a

“What punrantee has the Cn
erpmeont that the students will leep,
y

their contract™ was nake ]

mdent v pald ‘[;.-:-

|
slons il

they would pay back the money the gov-
ernment expended,” was the reply.

“‘But If they have no money?"

There wus an eloquent shrug of the
shoulders.

Marriage Breaks All Contratcs.

“Suppose Cupld should atep In?" was
sugeEested

“In Latin
knowlng senora, “when a woman mar
ries she breaks ull contracts.”

In consldering the government's prop-

osition Principal Scudder submitted to |
the Cuban Commission an outline of the |

curriculum of the New Palitz Normal
School. The academic tralnlng was to
be supplementad by a certain amonat
of domestic sclence, manual and physi-
cal tranining, for good housewives and

home makers po less than for skilled |
pedagogues. The course met the views
of the commisalon, and so satisfled was |

Lieutenant Hanon with his first vislt to
New-Paltz that the contract between the
authorities of the Stafe of New York
Aand the Cuban government was sealed
without wisiting State normal schools
elsewherc. The contract covers a period

of ten years, provided the frsf year's:

ecxperiment justifies Its malntenance to
the State authorities and the Cuban gov-
ernment, In the interval the republic
hes been Instituted, and it remalns now
for the new government o accept or
reject the report that will be submit-
ted shortly.
Deference to Superiors.

The students arrived in groups, thc
first coming in September, the seacond
in October. All had had more or lesa
educational advantages in Cuba. Some,
the daughters of patriots and once

countries,” . explained a

S OF CUBA WHO SOUGHT KNOWLEDGE IN OUR SCHOOLS
-

LARRINGO.

skirts and high heels and turoed up
their bralds to acquire the requlsite ma-
turity for examinotion,

All except one are Roman Catholles,
and attend the church of that denomina-
tion at New Paltz. The non-Catholic
girl came from an evangellcal mlssion
at Key West, Fla., and koew 1ittle or no
Engliah.

As it I8 the purpose of the Cuban gov-

wealthy familles, are convent bred, con-
sequently well grounded In langunges
and good manners. The deference of
ihe Latin races to superiors Is shown
on entering the Cuban schoolroom at
New-Pultz. Every student rises to her
feot and remalns standing until the
stranger Is sented or has tnken leave.
Seven on arriving spake English well,
while a pumber transiated It readlly
and could understand fairly, Those who
understood not a word six months ago
are ahble today to follow cla % in Eng-
lish. Thelr progress, the tleachers as-
Ta sorure profes-

sert, lg exeeptional
slonal training IngAmeriean they were
obllged to pass o speclal examlnation
conducted by the school authorities of

In age they were presumed to
« from sixtocn to twenty-six; sev-

Cubg

Sixteen is the pre-
brightest

vntean the avernge
rited limit. Two of the

nfess to has

gonfus-

fanrtoen, rewpeciive

#h fipures, akiris graz-
nd bLiruids hanglng down

Ing ub

thelr Lacks verily, I thelr eagerness |

to equip themselves to meet the new
1 viclssltude of $war had
tell with pardon-

problem
forced upon them. they

shone wis exacted: It was plesumed 'able guste of low they donned loug

» lrely turtied thir- | The  cha

ernment In this educational experiment
not to import inte Cuba the system of
education approved by the Board of Re-
gents of the State of New York, but
rather to adapt nnd ndopt such parts of

that system as will graft easlly .rmd‘I

readily on the present civilization, ev-
ery precaution s taken to maintain In
the dally life of the students the cus-
toms and manners of the wecial lite of
the Spanish-Americans. To this end the
students are divided Into threo groups,
onch residing with a chaperon®n three
separate resjidepess—Riverside Cottage,
Van Kuren House, and Steln Hotel—
which Mr, Scudder leased and conducts
with the assistance'of Mrs. Stein for the
students’ mecommodntion. The chaper-
ons were solectod by the Cuban govern-
ment. and are Cuban women of culture

| nod wocial training. They recelve o sal-

ury of §60 a month and thelr expenses.
srons are wldows, and each
endeavors 1o preserve In her Hitle com-
munity the conventienalities of the so-
ecin]l Iife of Cubn, and assist the local
priest in looking after their splritual du-
ties. Several times during the year a
Cuban priest has come from Washington
to administer the sacraments, but os

i)
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MISS CLARA VENTURA.

health compelled her to return to this
country about a year ago, when FProl.
Scudder secured her services. Miss
Armstroog’'s assistant s Miss Rosa
Dark. a npative of Indianapolls, who
went to South America in 18§85, where
she was principal of a woman's train-
Ing school at Mandoza. A feature Is the
gratultous work of Miss Wales, who
jolned the faculty tkis spring, glving
six hours a day to the classroom, and
defraying her personal expenses from
her own purse. Miss Wales tought Span-
ish fifteen years in South A fea be-
fore returning to this coun to claim
an Inberitance.

Recited in Spanish.

AMERICA AUDRICAIN.

derstand English sufliciently, the local
pastor Is nble, desplite his unfamiligrity
with Spanish, to hear confessions.

Their Chaperons.

The chaperon of Riverside Cottage,
Mrs, Aurella Lande de Barsagn, i= well
known In the firat clreles of Havana.

| Owing to the illness of her mother, Mrs

Barsaga will not return to America next
year. Mra. Ricarda P. de Pelligero, the
chaperon of the family at the Stein Ho-
tel, and her daughter will spend the va-
catlon in this country. Her charges will
return under the chaperonage of the
mistress of Van Kuren House, Mrs. For-
rest, widow of the brother of Edwin
Forrest, the tragedian. A Cuban by
birth, Mra. Forrest resided In this coun-
try fifteen yeurs of her married llfe, to
return, upon the death of her husband,
to the Island, which {8 now her home.
The chaperons nccompany their charges

Ings, elther for business or pleasure,
To the boys and girls congregated at

MARIA CRISTINA SOLOLONGO.

curity of two hundred yvears of Hugue-

not ancestry and preserving to this

hour the somnolence of Sleeny Hollow!
Assimilated Freedom.

Dieapite the chaperans' falthful fulfl-
mont of the latter of the law and the
Cuban girls’ dutiful acqulescence, they
have unconsciousty assimilated not =
little of the freedom of American wom-
inhood, and teachera and well-wishors
now question Itn effect upon thelr home-
ROINE.

“T oam afrald,” satd - Prof. Seudder,
“they wiil fir the restraiot of the old
life. wfter tho fréedom they have en-
joyed here, a painful experience.” In
assuming the responsibility of the ex-
perlment, Prof. Scudder had to adapt
a course of atudy h forelgn students
which should in a year justify lts mein-
tenance to the State suthorities, bhut at
the snme time not retard or Interrupt
the work of the regular students,

Happily, good fortune favored him In
securing the services of two American
tenchers skilled in the Spanish lan-
guage and custeoms. Miss Armstrong,
head instructor of the Cuban classes,
went to the Argentine Hepublle under
contract with that government Lo es-
tablish npnormal schoovls patterned after
those of the United States. At that

|time there were two normal schools in
to and from the Normal School, sit wnhith-- Argentine Republic.
them In recitations, and share thelr out- |

Three tLimes
Miss Armstrong returned te this coun-
try In quest of Ameriean teachera to
nsslst In carryving on the work in South

- 1
New Paltz from varlous parts of the| America. Of the thirty normal schoals

State this Latin eustom of chaperonnge
appears strange, eapeclally in the soboer

ntine Re-
public, smme sixteen were directly or In-

now flourishing [n the Ar

wost of the students now syeak and un-]wwn of New Palts, basking lo the se-!dirgetly established Dby her. Fallipg

There are four clasees a day in Eng-
lish. The old district schoolhouse of New
Paltz was fitted up for the Cubans,
Their text-books are in English, but they
recite in Spanish. As they are to teach

|in their native tongue, the method of

teaching !s !mparted to them in that
Innguage.

“They are exceptionally bright, ener-
getle, and ambitious,' sald Milss Arm-
strong. “They have only one thought,
to return to thelr own country well
equipped teachers.  Thay are learning
the English language ten tinres more
rapidly than are the American students
here the Spanish. 1 teach both, and
have no hesitancy in making the assor-
tlon.*

The Cubans_ are much taken with
physical culture, and it is to them the
most novel feature in American traln-
Ing. In basketball their team reached

Reveled In the Freedom
Accorded* Them, Which
Was Tofally Different
from Thelr Home Life--
TooR Great Delight in
Physical Culture and En-
fered the Sports with
Great Spirit.

such skill that they entered contesty
with a winoning chance. “I 1llke,” sald
one of the girls, “nothing better in
American (nstruction than exercise of
the body. When I go home this sum-
mer [ teach It to my comfpatriots. I
know not whether they llke it. I want
much to see.”

First Sight of Snow.

Contrary to expectations the Amerl-
ecan climate agreed with them, and thers
was little or no {lilness. Snow, which
many saw for the first time, gave un-
bounded delight. Lest thay should suffer
from exposure, school was supended
during & snowstorm. The more venture-
some spent the enforced holiday snow-
balling their companions. So great was
the charmy of this climate novelty thst
they had their pictures taken In snow-
storms to send home to their friends.
The evening preceding the (nauguratiom
of the Cuban President they improvised
and costumed without sssistance from
the faculty, and gava n series of tab-
leaux, Interspersed with native vocal
and instrumental musle, which greatly
pleased their audionce.

“My experience with the Cuban girls
corroborates that of Mr, Fry,” sald Prof.
Beudder. “'1 have found them the soul
of Ronor. Béfore Christmas I loaned
them sums amounting to $800, and at
Easter about §300. I took no security be-
yond thelr word. Promptly every penny
was pald back. When they return the
money I pever count it before them.
Once when I requested a girl to count
the money I kad given her Uéfore she
put it in her purse, she biushed and
seemed much confused. Her chaperom
explained that she felt much hurt that I
should think she had doubted my word,
She could not understand our custom,
which ts unknown in Cuba.”

The wisdom of keeping the Cuban stu-
dents In a eommunity life, while ap-
proved by the authorities and observ-
ing townsfolks, i8 already questioned py
the students themselves. ““We have nine
hours’ elass work,” said a student. “and
when we are In our houses together we
talk nothing but Spanish. I would like
to see something of the home life of the
Americans, and have more opportunity
to converse in English.”

Thers are no Cuban male students In
the school as yet, but two boys from
Porto Rico hold scholarships, and are

pursuing the regular course.

NLESS -all signas  fall. sweet-
heanrts, married couples, and
the residents of the National
Capital in geperal are to be

stringently deprived of the pleasure of
taking affectionate partings In rallway
ftations so far as hugging and kissing
are concernasd.

A movement which was Inaugurated in
Jersoy Clty, N. J., and which 1s surely
and swiftly spreading to other large
cities of the country, has for its ob-
jeet the complete discarding of all os-
eulatory demonstrations on the part of
passengers and thelr friends or rela-
tives in rallroad stations. And Judg-
ing from inpumerable signs the con-

clusion must be drawn that before long

buseing will be prohibited in the de-
pots of the Natlonal Capital as well

as elsewhere.

“All trainmen, gatemen and
¢ tieket examiners will stop all :
: persons (rom exchanging kisg- @

es upon the arrival and de- :
pirture of trains in this sta-
tion. Thia order must be rig-

+ idly enforced.” -
- . -

trouble at the Pennsylvania rallway
station in Jersey City, N, J.

It was posted by P. P. A. Abercromble,
Eastern superintendent of the Pennayl-
vania lines, and all trainmen, gatemen,
nnd ticket examiners now keep a keen
lookout for symptoms of osculation.

If an wffectionate couple, holding

c¢losely. If there Is a twitchiog of the
muscles of the mouth that would in-
dieate n puckering of the lips the wateh-
ful employe runs forward and parts the
people before the pent-up bliss finds
vent.

the kizs detecter puts It when he pulls
the csculators ajiart

The move wan started in order to
prevent delay of traina. Officlals com-

and block the way with thelr demon-

“If you waat to kiss you will r.lrn-w_'l
step outslde of the siatlon,” I8 the way | lus:

KISSES TO BECOME CONTRABAND

strations of affection. For Instance, &
young woman who Is golng away for the
summer comes down to the traln with
about a dozen of her sweetsst and doar-
est voung woman companions.

They gather about her like boes around
a buckwheat patch, and begin to say
good-by just before the conductor calls
“Aboard!"

Every one of the young women must
take a dab at her lips. The conductor
dare not pull out without the fair pas-
senger, and the result is that the train
leaves a second late, and In these timea
of fast trains a second is & good denl to
inse,

Trainmen aver that women are the
worat offenders In this line, as the men
usually do their bussing behind clozed
doors or before they arrive at the sta-
tion. Lovers usually get their parting
asculntory demonstrations over before
they get to the train, and the farewell
there {8 usually s very tame affalr,
Hushands and wives aften Indulge o
ltele kissing matehes, but they more
frequently do the job up at home.

But a crowd of women insist on doing
the kiss act op brown. They bezin by
saviiug good-by about ten times each all
around. They will walt until the very
last minute tog got in the Kisses, nnd za
the train pulls out there will follow In
the wake a chorua of:

“Be good to yourself.”

“Be sure and write as soon as you get
‘P‘l re x

“I'll tnke good care of your bird while
you nre gone.”

“Be sure and send me the nattern of
that new shirt waist.™

“'Good-by, good-by, good-by, good-by!™

And nll this takes up time. It also
takes up spase Tralnmen are kspt
waiting. Lusgage smashers are bdalked
in thelr ¢fforis 1o get around. And the

| osculation, although conslldered very fine
hands, nears a train a man watches vory |

by those participating. iz looked upon
with misgivings by weak stomached in-
dividuais looking on.

The rallway that will get popular at
once with the women and the young and
lovelorn couples will be the one that
will set apart rooms in its stutions for
kissing. The rooms may be (o the de-
pets and cn the door have signs read-

Here the deccrations might | In
keepiung with the occupation. Thoe walls
could be papered with fiylng cunids and

| room Atied with coxy corners and other
plain that crowds guther at the trains [darkesing effests.  Gas, turned low,
. might be provided to 2ld matters,




